
 

 

 

The New Boy

The new boy has a disability. Some children laugh. Manu cannot kick a
ball but there is something he can do. What makes the children shout
and cheer?
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The New Boy
Tandi Jackson
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"This is Manu. He’s from Rigo," said the teacher. "Please make him feel
welcome."
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Manu looked different. Some children giggled. As he walked to his seat,
they saw that he was disabled. He sat next to Peter.
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At lunchtime Manu sat down under a tree. Some children looked at him.
They laughed and giggled. Peter saw the new boy. He went over to him.
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"Hi Manu," he said. "I’m Peter." "Hi," said Manu shyly. "Do you want to
kick the ball with me?" asked Peter.
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"I can’t kick," said Manu. "That’s okay," said Peter. "We can shoot some
baskets." Manu got up and went with Peter. "He looks different!"
laughed Maria. "He walks in a different way, too!" laughed Tom.
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Joe came over to Maria and her friends. "Don’t be unkind," he said.
"Manu is just like us."
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Just then they heard shouting and cheering. They looked over at the
playground. Manu was shooting baskets. The other boys were counting.
38 – 39 – 40 – 41 – 42
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Then the bell went. "Manu, you are very good at shooting baskets," said
Peter. "Can you teach me to shoot baskets like you do?" "Yes," said
Manu smiling, "It’s easy."
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Comprehension Questions 1. Where is Manu from? 2. What things can
we do to welcome a new student to school? 3. How do you think Manu
felt when the children laughed at him? 4. Why was Manu sitting by
himself at lunchtime? 5. Who went over to talk with Manu? Why? 6. Why
did Peter and Manu decide to shoot baskets? 7. In what way is Manu
different to the other children? 8. What did Joe say to Maria and her
friends? Do you agree with Joe? 9. Why did the boys shout and cheer?
10. What is Manu going to teach Peter? Activity Class discussion: How
can we help each other and learn from each other?
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Bilum Books publishes quality educational resources for schools in
Papua New Guinea. Our publishing priority is literacy. Our commitment
is to help raise the standards by producing quality books at reasonable
prices and in line with the PNG Department of Education Syllabus. Bilum
Books runs teacher-training workshops to assist the professional
development of Elementary teachers, in particular.Visit our website:
www.bilumbooks.com or Facebook.
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This product is made possible through the support of the All Children
Reading: A Grand Challenge for Development (ACR GCD) Founding
Partners (the United States Agency for International Development
[USAID], World Vision, and the Australian Government) in collaboration
with the Global Book Alliance. It was prepared by The Asia Foundation
and does not necessarily reflect the views of the ACR GCD Founding
Partners or the Global Book Alliance. Any adaptation or translation of
this work should not be considered an official ACR GCD translation, and
ACR GCD shall not be liable for any content or errors in this translation.
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